Interview nice to know’s

Clinical Governance 

Clinical Governance is the Health Service’s term for professional self-regulation and accountability. It encompasses existing auditing and quality assurance procedures. The NHS defines it as: ‘A framework through which NHS organisations are accountable for continuously improving the quality of their services and safeguarding high standards of care by creating an environment in which excellence in clinical care will flourish’ (NHS Executive 1998. A First Class Service. London: Department of Health, pp.33).
Health Professions Council
The body to which paramedics in the UK are currently registered (as of Apr 2002). It is now the law that UK Ambulance services only employ registered Paramedics. It is also against the law for anyone not registered with the Health Professions Council to call themselves a ‘Paramedic’. Used to be the Council for Professions Supplementary to Medicine (CPSM)

Local Partnership Forums

Groups of staff from various grades in the Ambulance Service who meet regularly to discuss local and national issues. The aim of these groups is to encourage communications and working relationships within the Service. May be called different names in various Services. But the concept is the same.

EDEXCEL
The health Service body responsible for monitoring and overseeing training standards in the UK. Used to be known as the IHCD.

Operational Research Consultancy (ORCON)

National body responsible for devising the response time targets for the UK.

Professional Advisory Group (PAG)

A group consisting of health care professionals (Doctors etc) who act as advisors to the ambulance Service, mainly on issues affecting patient care procedures, documentation and equipment.

United Kingdom Resuscitation Council (UKRC)

Group formed in the eighties (mainly of A&E doctors) around the same time as the European Resuscitation Council, who’s aim it was to research and promote best known practice in resuscitation care. 
JRCALC
Body set up to advise and direct best practice in the UK’s Ambulance services. They have drawn up guidelines for all emergency care situations. JRCALC stands for Joint royal Colleges Ambulance Liaison Committee.
